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Creating a Wiki
Using Events from the Life and Times of Maggie L. Walker

Target audience: 11" grade VA/ US History

Ties to Virginia Standards of Learning: History and Social Science SOLs: VUSé6.e,
VUS7.d,e, VUS.8¢c,d, VUS.10 a,b,c, VUS.11c, VUS.12a,b, VUS.14a,b

Materials: Access to reference books, internet, computers for creating, writing,
editing and posting wiki articles

Abstract: In this lesson, students will work in team of 3-4 to create a Wiki based on
events in the life of Maggie L. Walker. Students should read the brief biographical
sketch of Walker and divide her life into time periods such as post Civil War
Reconstruction, Suffrage Movement, Jim Crow Era, Great Depression, WWI|I, Civil
Rights, etc.

Each team should read one or more article (see links below) concerning wikis before
beginning their research on the life and times of Maggie L. Walker. Students should
be responsible for researching, writing and editing their own wiki articles. Teachers
should edit final entries prior to posting student work on a school wide wiki or
network. Teachers should consult their local school division ITRT coordinator for more
information on internet safety and guidelines for publishing student work.

Introduction

In spite of humble beginnings in post-Civil War Richmond, Virginia, Maggie Lena Walker
achieved national prominence as a businesswoman and community leader. Her
business acumen, personality, and lifelong commitment to a beneficial burial society
fueled her climb to success. She was the first African American woman in the United
States to found a bank. As a leader her successes and vision offered tangible
improvements in the way of life for African Americans and women.

Achievements
When she was fourteen years old, Maggie Mitchell joined the local council of the
Independent Order of St. Luke. This fraternal burial society, established in 1867 in



Baltimore, administered to the sick and aged, promoted humanitarian causes and
encouraged individual self-help and integrity.

She served in numerous capacities of increasing responsibility for the Order, from that
of a delegate to the biannual convention to the top leadership position of Right Worthy
Grand Secretary in 1899, a position she held until her death. Under her leadership the
Order's membership and numbers of councils were significantly increased throughout
the country and its finances achieved solvency. Through sound fiscal policies, a genius
for public relations and enormous energy, she took a dying organization, gave it life and
helped it thrive.

In 1902 Mrs. Walker established a newspaper, the St. Luke Herald, to promote closer
communication between the Order and the public. In speeches Mrs. Walker had
reasoned, "Let us put our money together; let us use our money; let us put our money
out at usury among ourselves, and reap the benefit ourselves." Two years later, in 1903
she founded the St. Luke Penny Savings Bank. Mrs. Walker served as the bank's first
president, which earned her the recognition of being the first African American woman
to charter a bank in the United States. Later she agreed to serve as chairman of the
board of directors when the bank merged with two other Richmond banks to become
The Consolidated Bank and Trust Company. The bank thrives today as the oldest
continually African American operated bank in the United States. Its headquarters are
currently located across the street from its original site at the corner of First and
Marshall Streets in Richmond.

In addition to her work for the Independent Order of St. Luke, Maggie Walker was active
in civic groups. As an advocate of African American women's rights, she served on the
board of trustees for several women's groups. Among them were the National
Association of Colored Women (NACW) and the Virginia Industrial School for Girls. To
assist race relations she helped to organize and served locally as vice president of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and was a
member of the national NAACP board. She also served as a member of the Virginia
Interracial Commission.

Family Life
Maggie Lena Mitchell was born in Richmond, Virginia July 15, 1864. Her mother,

Elizabeth Draper, was a former slave and assistant cook in the Church Hill mansion of
Elizabeth Van Lew, a Civil War spy. Later Elizabeth and her husband William Mitchell
moved the family to their own home in an alley between Broad and Marshall Streets
where Maggie and her brother Johnnie were raised. After the untimely death of William
Mitchell, Maggie's mother supported the family by working as a laundress and young
Maggie helped by delivering the clean clothes.

Maggie Mitchell was educated in Richmond's public schools. After graduation she
taught grade school for three years. Her teaching career ended in 1886 when she



married Armstead Walker Jr. She then directed her energies toward caring for her
family and strengthening the Independent Order of St. Luke. Life was full and
prosperous for the Walkers and their sons, Russell and Melvin.

Tragedy struck in 1915 when her husband was accidentally killed, leaving Mrs. Walker to
manage a large household. Her work and investments kept the family comfortably
situated. When her sons married they brought their wives to 110 1/2 East Leigh Street.
A major addition to the house in 1922 enabled Mrs. Walker to provide a home for her
sons and their families, her mother, and the household staff.

Mrs. Walker's health gradually declined, and by 1928 she was using a wheelchair.
Despite her physical limitations she remained actively committed to her life's work
including chairman of the bank and leader of the Independent Order of St. Luke until her
death on December 15, 1934.

The House

The residence at 110 1/2 East Leigh Street was built in 1883. The address was a prime
location in the heart of Jackson Ward, the center of Richmond's African American
business and social life at the turn of the century. The Walkers purchased the house in
1904 and soon began making changes. Central heating and electricity were added, and
with the addition of several bedrooms and enclosed porches, the home increased from
9to 28 rooms. In 1928 an elevator was added in the rear of the house to provide Mrs.
Walker access to the second floor. The Walker family owned the home until 1979, when
it and all the contents were purchased by the National Park Service. The furnishings
throughout the home are original family pieces. They are valuable in understanding the
1904-1934 period of her occupancy. Together the house and the furnishings help us to
learn more about Maggie Walker and the world in which she lived. Her community of
Jackson Ward, a National Historic Landmark District, continues to exemplify the success
of African American entrepreneurship.

Resources on teaching / creating wikis in the classroom:
http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6277799.html

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson view.asp?id=979

Resources for researching the life and times of Maggie L. Walker:
http://www.nps.gov/malw/home.htm

http://www.nps.gov/mawa/historyculture/index.htm

www.nps.gov/elro/glossary/great-depression.htm

www.nps.gov/brvb/historyculture/greatdepression.htm

http://www.richmondfed.org/publications/education/maggie walker/index.cfm
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